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PREFACE. 


HE Plan of the Society of Navy Sur- 

geons, re-printed at the End of this 
Difquifition, having produced, amongſt ſeveral 
other Cprreſpondencies, the following diftin# 
and curious Account of a moſt remarkable Pre- 
ſervation of the human Body, 81 Nears after 
its Interment, their medical Committee have 
judged it moſt proper to publiſh it, with their 
Reflections on it, in this Manner, apart from 
any of their medical or chirurgical Caſes or 
Ohe eien, as it ſcems a Matter rather of 
great and general Curioſity, than of any parti- 
cular ſalutary Uſe ; which indeed is ſufficiently 
admitted by the ingenious Correſpondent in the 
Letter itſelf. And yet, in the Diſcuſſion of 
many curious Subjetts, not direttly of a medi- 
cal Nature, it is not improbable, that a few 
medical, as well as philoſophical Reflections, 


may ſometimes very juſtly and naturally occur, | 


and of courſe render them more ſtricth within 
nh bed = 1 


iv PREFACE. 
The Committee conducted themſekves wi 75 


ſufficient Caution on ſo abſtruſe and uncommon a 
Subject, not to trouble the Public with any 
Reflections on it, before its Certainty became 


inconteftable ; and they were convinced ſome 


Account of it, from a creditable Eye-Witneſs, | 
bad been forwarded to the Royal Society, by | 


a learned phyfical Member fi it. When the 
Caſe was thus ftuated, they imagined. they 


ſhould be wanting in the Reſpect due to their 


Correſpondent, who favoured them with a very 
early Communication of it (and perhaps have 


been ſuſpeied of proving languid in the future 
Proſecution of their Deſign) not to have cum 


plied with bis Requeſt of publiſhing their Sen- | 
timents on the Circumſtances, that might cauſe, 
or concur to this extraordinary Effect; which 


appeared very wonder ful to them at ff, and 
did not meet with a very early. Credit in the 


Republic of Medicine. Jndeed; as ſome of 
the antient and modern Compilers of natura! 
Hiſtory have, not ſeldom, manifeſtly exceeded | 
in the Marvelous, and fometimes degenerated 


into the Trivial, a reaſonable Degree of Incre- 


dulity on extraordinary Occafions is a, Reſpef#, | 


 wobich every Author ſeems to owe the Public, 
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PREFACE. 1 


as they can be very little obliged to the Propa- 


gators of Delufion in any Shape. But on the 
other Hand, a certain Portion of Credit is not 


leſs rationally. due to Facts, atteſted by Eye- 
Witneſſes entirely competent, reputable," and 
wholly diſintereſted in any Conſequences of them; 
however rare, or difficult to account for, the 
Fatts may be. A full and faithful Hiftory of 
the Ignorance of the uiſeſt Man would furniſh 
a Volume of no contemptible Size ; it were te- 
dious here, and needleſs to particularize ; for 
qe know in Truth but little of Nature inti- 
mately and eſſentially. To have diſcovered thus 
much however is no deſpicable Advance to va- 
luable Knowlege ; and muſt neceſſarily* diſpoſe 
the moſt ſucceſsful Inveſtigators of the Works of 
Nature, to entertain the juſteſt, the modoſteſt 
Conception of themſelves, and the moſt ſublime 
Idea f her ſupreme Lord and Author. 


As we were umvilling to omit any Oppor- 
tunity of making the Narrative of this Caſe 
as compleat and particular as poſſible, for ge- 
neral Information, we wrote to a Surgeon in 
the Neighbourhood, abo, we were aſſured, had 
me the Body, to favour us with the Ab. 


Pearances 


vi PREFACE. 
prarances of it on Diſſettion, and with any 
Obſervations of his own on them, or on the Fatt 
itfelf ; provided he had no Defign of promulging 
them in another Manner: In which Cafe the 
Society fully intended him that Fuſtice, they will 
always have a Pleaſure in rendering to every 
obliging and valuable Correſpondent, But as 
his entire Silence to their Letter of the 16th of 
laſt October, and to ſome ſubſequent and ro- 
peated Intimations of it to his Acquaintance, 
| bas put this out of their Power, it was thought 
requifite to make this Apology for our inuolun- 
tary Ignorance of the State of the internal. 
Parts of this Body; and to wiſb the Public 
that more compleat Satigfaction and 'Infor- 
mation from others, which we have not vets 
enabled to preſent them on this Occaſion. It may 
be reaſonable however to infer, from the fund | 
and inoſfenſive Appearance of the whole Body, 
that the very Bowels were _ little, * at all, 
akered. | 


1 


Our Reaſons for oferibin ng the e | 
of this Corpſe to the antiſeptic Influence of Cold. 
(which the Reader will obſerve 1s the Cauſe. 
principally infiſted on) might baue been. 
* 
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PREFACE. vil 
ſtrengthened confiderabh, from ſeveral Pa- 
ſages and Inſtances in the honourable Mr. 
BoyLe's natural Hiſtory of Cold: but as they 
would have added not a little to the Bulk of this 


Eſſay, tho' they muſt undoubtedly bave increaſed 
its Value much more, the curious Reader is re- 


nd for them to the loft Edition of bis 


Works in 1744. Vol. I. P. 272, * "700 
276. 343+ 383. 397. 


Were it allowable here to mention any thing 
relating to the Member, whom the medical Com- 
mittee have banoured, by referring this Subject 
to his \Confideration, be migbt juſtly obſerve, 
that the enſuing Pages would certainly haue 
appeared ſeveral: Months ago, had not their 
Publication been repeatedly procraftinated by 
the Hopes we had, and the Aſſurances we re- 
ceived from our Correſpondent, of hearing par- 
ticularly from the Surgeon who opened the Body, 
Ve have been informed indeed, that his ill State 
2 has prevented bis Anſwer ;tho' a very 

Reſprte muſt have been ſufficient to inform 
us of the Condition of the Viſcera : But to-what- 
ever Cauſes bis Silence may be attributed, it has 
not been eſteemed a ſufficient one for a final Sup- 
preſfion of the following Caſe, and the ſubſequent 
Reflections on it. | 
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To the Members of the Society of Sur- 
geons belonging to his Hau, s 
Royal Navy. 


Gentlemen, 
S you were ltaſed, in \ the Land 
Evening Poſt, to ſignify your Deſire 
of being informed of any extraordinary 
Thing in Nature, I believe the "IN Ac⸗ 
count will not be diſagreable. . 


2 


* the Beginning of Ney laſt, a Vault 
was opened in the Church of Staverion, 
about three Miles from Totneſs, in the Coun- 
ty of Devon, being the Burying- place of the 
antient Family of the Vorths. In this was | 
found a ſingle wooden Coffin, which being 
opened out of Curioſity, diſcovered the Body 
of a Man entire and incorrupt. His Fleſh 
ſolid and not hard, his Joints flexible, as if 
| juſt dead; which appeared in moving his 
Shoulder nd Elbow Joints, and every Joint 
of his Fingers, His Fibres. retain their natural 

Elaſticity, and likewiſe his Fleſh ; all which 
appeared by drawing out the Skin upon his 
Throat, and by making Impreſſions with our 

e Pin- 


(x) 
Fingers upon his Thighs and Belly, which 
immediately returned to their former Fullneſs, 
and Extenſion. The Body never was em- 
balmed, - as there is not the leaſt Sign of any 
Inciſion, and the Bowels ſeem to be ſtill en- 
tire, His Beard is black, and about four 
Inches in length, and his Fleſh not at all diſ- 
coloured in any Part. The Body was care- 
fully wrapt up in a Linen Sheet, oe which 
was a Tar- cloth, or ſomething like it; a 
Piece of each you have here incloſed for 
Jour greater Satisfaction. The Vault was 
opened, as I mentioned before, in February 
laſt, in order to drain off the Water, which 
was nine Feet deep, tho? the Coffin did not 
ſwim, having a Weight upon it to keep it 
down. The Tar- cloth was very much torn, 
and likewiſe the Sheet; ſo that when I faw 
it, which was full two Months after, Part of 
it had lain expoſed to the Air all that Time, 
and the other Part under Water and Mud: 
The whole was ſo dirty, that I was forced to 
have Part of it waſhed, in order to ſee di- 
ſtinctly what it was. A Gentleman was with 
me, who. had ſeen it when firſt opened, and 
declared it had not ſuffered the leaſt Altera- 


b tion 


(x) 
tion during the two Months. We found, by 
the Pariſh Regiſter, that the laſt Perſon who 
had been buried in the ſaid Vault, was one 
Simon Worth, in the Year 1669. An ald 
Man who lives in the Pariſh, ſays, that the 


ſaid Gentleman, whoſe Body this is ſuppoſed 
to be, died in France or Flanders, and was 
brought over to be interred in the Burying- 
place of his Anceſtors. There are many Bones 
and Pieces of Coffins quite rotten in the ſame 

Vault, which they ſay is dry in Summer, and 
full of Water in the Winter. As the upper 
Part of the Head, and the Eyes are under 
Water, I can give you no Deſcription of 
them; the Lips are ſound, and ſome of the 
Teeth looſe. It is not my Buſineſs to en- 
quire into the Cauſes, which produced ſuch 
an extraordinary and uncommon Effect. 
This, Gentlemen, is your Province, and 9 
you I reſign it: For my Part, I look upon 
the Art of preſerving an inanimate Carcaſe 
from Corruption, as unworthy our Application 
or Study, any farther than ſuch Knowlege 
may be of Uſe for the Preſervation of the Liv- 
ing. The only apparent Cauſe in the preſent 
Caſe is the Far-cloth, to * Virtues I am 
quite 


# 
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quite a Stranger. el learned Author of Siris 
quotes Pliny's Authority to prove, that the 


Pryptians preſerved their Mummies by em- 
balming them with Tar. I am very willing 


to pay all the Reſpect that is due to the Au- 
= thority of that ancient Author; notwithſtand- 
Wing his great Credulity and Fondneſs of every 
thing that was marvellous : But our Caſe is 
quite different; for here is neither embalm- 
ing with Tar, nor even ſo much 48 > Con- 
tact. Again, the Mummies, according to 
the Deſcriptions given of them, are hard and 
mflcxible, but this is quite the contrary, as we 
e ſeen before. Tam told, indeed, by thoſe 
who faw the Coffin opened, that the Tar- 
2th had kept the Body quite dry, and that 
Icke Sheet was dry and very white, which 
Weafily might have been, notwithſtanding its 
preſent Colour: For when I ſaw it, it had 
lain in Mud for two Months (in which ne- 
glected Condition it Rilt remains) and I juſt 
9 aſhed it in a little cold Water, to reduce it to 
che State in which you now ſee it. If you 

defire to know any other Particulars, -which 
may have eſcaped my Thoughts or Obſerva- 
1 tion, you may have full Information by di- = 
b 2 rect- 
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(x) 
recting a Letter to Mr. Preſton in Stavertan 
near Aſeburtun, Devon, who is now the 
Proprietor: of the ſaid Vault, and who, I am 
convinced, will always be ready to communi- 
cate any. thing, which may be thought uſeful 
to Mankind, If you ſhould think proper to 
publiſh your Thoughts on this Affair in the 
London Evening Poſt, or any other Paper 
uſually ſent into the Country, you'll very 
much oblige your Matern F and in 
particular, 1 Gentlemen, 5 
Staverton, Your humble Som: 
May 22, 1750. PHILANTHROPOS, 
P. S. I juſt now met with two Gentlemen, 
: —— obtained leave to ſee the Body on 

the gth Inſt. and found it in the State 
above deſcribed, without any Alteration. 

N. B. One of them is a Surgeon. 


To the Members of the Society 7 
Surgeons, belonging to Bis Majeſty's s | 
I Navy. 


Gentlemen, I 
N Anſwer to a Letter ed May 31 . 


James Benſley, we underwritten de- l 
clare : 


(x) 
clare, that we have ſeen the human Body 
now lying in a Vault in Staverton Church. 


We likewiſe carefully peruſed the Letter 


ſigned Philanthropos, dated May 22, before 
it was ſent : We then thought, and ſtill con- 


nue to believe, that it contained a true De- 


Wccription of the faid Body; and that every 
Article of it was ſtrictly true to the beſt of 
our vag Gy our Hands, | 


1 BESET Wi *— an 
June 5, 17550. Pierce Parry. 
4205 Rowe, Surgeon & Apothecary, 
Wm. Sbimell. 
Sam. Lane. 


P. 8. * appeart bs the Pariſh Regiſter, and 
other Records, that the laſt Perſon 
* buried i in my Vault was Simon Worth, 
Eſq; in the Year 1669. I was the firſt 
who ſaw the faid Body, when the Cof- 
fin was opened, It then appeared like 
a Man lately dead, very white and clean, 
as deſcribed in the firſt Letter; and 
the Sheet, in which it was incloſed, 
3 white 
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Thoſe who hav ed are ene 
| Credit, and it ſhall be figned by 2 


more, if tequired. . 


What 1 talt the Tar-cloth does not ſeem t to 
be properly ſuch; 'beeatife the Subſtance" | 
upon it renders it very ſtiff and hard, and 
inflexible, where it is entire. If you de- 
fire a wn Piece of it, it ſhall be ſent, 


= 1s ſome Bier fo bits lift October, 
relating to this Subjet?, we were obÞged, at 
the fame Time, with the ſubjoined Letter 
from the worthy Elergyman of thi Pariſh, - 
where" the Body das interred,” whith may 
"= + aan as a further Atteſtation of the 
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and was preſent with Mr. Tripe twice, 
when he opened and examined it. J have 
likewiſe ſeen the Regiſter, and examined 
about the Vault; ; and believe Mr. Prefton's ' 

Anſwer to your Queries to be very true; 
tho' a more perfect Account of the whole, 
I hope, will be tranſmitted by Mr. Tripe. 


Jam, . | ; 
. 
Your humble Servant, 3 rh, 
L. GavxRIck, | [1 
Mer of Staverton. | 
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3 ſingle Inſtance, even in cure 


Climate, we are informed by:Rapin, Vol 
P. 691. Note 5, from Rymerand Stow, ds fol- 
lows: * Inthe tenth Year of King Henry the 
oj Seventh, the Body of Alice Hackneyis faid to 


have been found in the Church of St. Mary 


ec Hill, London, whole of Skin, and the Joints 
& of her Arms photo, after having been buried 
6 175 Years.” A Term more than double 


that of the Sepultare of the preſent Subject at 
Staverton. Not that an extraordinary ſubſe- 
quent Duration: will appear the moſt difficult 
Circumſtance-to account for; a preciſe Inveſt- 


igation of the antiſeptic Cauſe of Cauſes, that 
continued its Freſhneſs beyond the uſual Term 


of Putrefaction, being our principal Intention 


here ; fince, as long as ſach Cauſes continue, 
their Effects will be of the ſame Duration: 
And when a dead Body has, withont Altera- 
tion, paſt the ordinary Term of Putrefaction, 
and is afterwards ſo ſituated and circumſtanced, 
as not to ſuffer the leaſt inteſtine Commotion, 
or external Friction of its Particles, its Pre- 
ſervation: for fixty, or even for ſix hundred 
Years, will follow as neceſſarily as for fix ; for 
meer Duration, conſidered abſtractedly from 
"0 the 
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of 


of 


(3) 
the Intervention of ſome poſitive Cauſe,” is an 
ute Blank and Void, avs can effect nothing, 


. 9 or three other i nod, and well 
| atteſted Diſcoveries of Bodies, long preſerved 
in St. Martin's Chureh- yard Meſtminſter, will 
appear in the Courſe of theſe Reflections; and 
were we to indulge an Oſtentation of Read- 
ing, by quoting luxuriantly on this Occaſion, 

a moderate Volume might be compiled from 
different Authors, of Accounts, -wherein the 
Bodies are {aid to have been found entire after 
a much longer Interment ; and ſome, with 
ſtill more ſurprizing Circumſtances than any 
of the preſent. But this we ſhall chuſe to 
diſpenſe with, and refer any curious and 
learned Reader, who may be ſometimes en- 
tertained with the marvellous, to Kormanus 
die miraculis mortuorum, or to Gaſpar a Reies, 
in his Exyſus jucund. Queſtion. Q. 34, where 
they may poſſibly encounter a little Truth, 

amidſt a Heap of Legend, Fable and Super- 

ſtition. 


| Notwithſtanding 8 Incertainty 
of the Cauſes of this very unuſual Preſervation 


= Us Body after Death, in Conformity with 
| B22 | the 
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poral Exiſtence here, as to undergo an inceſ- 


(4) 
the ck of che · Gentleman, who obliged 
us with the earlieſt Communication of it, we 
ſhall offer a few Conjectures on the Occaſion. 
But ſhould we argue rather to-Probability han 
rſuadedd our 


Demonſtration here, we are pe 


Endeavours will be candidly accepted; fines 


their very Errors may ſuggeſt ſomething mots 
concluſive to the PIE we um 
n. 2 | 
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abundantly evince the perpetual Flux and Cir- 


culation of Matter; by no Means indeed as 


eſſential to Matter, but as it follows from the 
various Degrees and Modes of Motion, im- 
preſſed on it, by the creating and viviſicating 


FiaT of omnipotent Wiſdom. We cannot 
ſo ſtrictly be faid to enjoy a determinate; cor- 


fant Change, from the conſtant Attrition and 


Renutrition of our Bodies. Now, tho the 


former, the neceſſary Conſequence of * invo- 


luntary 


"i We call it involuntary, as the Term has obtained, in Con- 
tradiſtinction to theſe Motions we exort vt omit at our Pleafare 3 
tho', ſtrictly ſpeaking, the Motions of the Lungs, Heart, Intef 
tines, &c. are probably accompanied with an habitual Concur- 


rence of the Will, which could not long acquieſte in ſbeh a Re- 


preffion of them, as would be introductive of Pain, and deſtruc- 
tive of Life. | 
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and voluntary Motion, muſt be neceſ- 
fary to Health and Life, by abrading the ef- 
fœte and excrementitious Particles of our 
Maſs, in order to their regular and falutary 
Expulſion; yet the Repair of our Bodies, by 
the Appoſition of others, being the immedi- 
ate Cauſe of their vital Duration; whenever 
our Organs, by Age or Accident, become in- 
capable of aſſimilating other Materials to our 
common Subſtance and Suſtenance, thoſe ex- 
quiſite Motions that continue, and even con- 
ſtitute Life, neceſſarily determine, whence 
a very different and tumultuous one ſoon en- 
ſues, ſufficiently mortifying to our Pride, and 
diſagreeable to our Senſes; by which, how- 
ever, Nature very generally * analyzes and 

diſentangles the various Modifications of our 


* It is very entertaining to contemplate the manifold 
Conttivanee of Natore, in continuing this uninterrupted Suc- 
ceffion of Bodies, by as inceſſant a Diſſolution of the Organiza- 
tion of atitecedent ones. Moſt Plants ſeem to have ſome 
peculiar, and perhaps connate Inſect, whoſe Suſtenance, or 
Office it is, at a certain Term, to corrode and deſtroy the Texture 
of it. All the reſiduary Extruſions from the ingeſted Aliment 
of Animal, having been accelerated to a putrid State, from 
their Exttavaſation, if we may call it ſuch, in the moiſt and 
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6.) 
compounding Principles into that primitive 


Indiviſibility and elementary Minuteneſs, 
which is neceſſary to their re-compounding 


and conſtituting other Forms, and to preſerv- 
ing the admirable Series and Succeflion of her 
wha Productions: So that the Quantity MW 


Matter in our Planet is no ways leflened, and 
very little indeed of it wholly inert and un- 
employed. But by what Means the preſent 
Extravalation, as we may call it, from this 

| Econo- 
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warm inteſtinal Tube, contract a ſudden and peculiar Aptitude P 


for the Reorganization, Growth and Suſtenance of others. Ruſt 
is the Putrefaction of Metals; and beſides the manifeſt Depre- 
dations of Air and Weather on moſt Foſſils, we are ignorant 


whether Nature has not provided innumerable Myriads of Ani- 


mals, imperceptible to the fineſt Glaſſes, who may be conſtantly 
employed in devouring, digeſting and corrupting, each its ap- 
propriate Material, which it may be arrived at a certain Power 
of effecting, after the Material has ateained its limited Exten- 
ſion and Duration: And which very Inſtruments of Putrefac- 
tion, becoming alternately the Subjects of it, do, paſſively or 


actively, concur in the inceſſant Diflolution or Regeneration 


of Forms, from the conſtant Metamorphoſis of Matter. 
We are certain that many Tribes of the Brute Creation are 
infeſted by Inſects, which are Diſeaſes, and may prove mortal 
ones to them; and that many of thoſe Animals are the natural 
Food and Prey of others. The human Species is viſibly liable 
to fatally vermicular Diſtempers ; and we are ignorant how ma- 


ny of thoſe, which are aſcribed to other Cauſes, may eſſentially 


depend on inviſible and indiſcoverable Animalcula. 


economical Circulation of Nature, may pro- 
bably occur, we are now to enquire. 


As all Putrefaction ſuppoſes ſome previous 
Looſeneſs, or Rarefaction, of the Texture of 
the putreſcent Bodies, which, in Fleſh Meat, 
is evident from a preceding Inflation, that ter- 
minates in many little honeycomb- like Ori- 
fices; and which, in Vegetables, will riſe to a 
viſible Fermentation: And as ſuch Rarefaction 
neceſſarily implies the Agency of ſome Heat, 
it follows, that ſuch a Degree of Cold, as 
would totally reſtrain Rarefaction, muſt, 4 
fortiori, obviate Putrefaction alſo. For Heat, 
or the Action of Fire, does not more neceſ- 
ſarily expand and rarify Bodies, than Cold 
contracts and conſolidates them: ſo that the 
different Actions of Heat and Cold may not 
unaptly be conſidered as particular centrifugal 
and centripetal Powers; and this may perhaps 
greatly depend on their immediate Effects up- 
on ſo very dilatable and compreſſible a Body 
as Air, which penetrates and exiſts, in ſome 
Proportion, thro” all others. Thus Cold re- 
tards, _ in amore * Degree, prevents 
Fer- 
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(8) 
Fermentation and Vegetation; and does not 
only ſenſibly contract our corporal Extenſion, 


but even the Surface of the ſolideſt Metals, as 


Experiments convince us. That it poſitively 
does long retard the Putrefaction of dead Bo- 
dies, is not only manifeſt from every Winters 
Experience, but a Surgeon of Credit, who 
had been in the Employment of the Hucns 
Bay Company, aſſures us, that the wild Fowl 


they kill there in September and October, hang 


up in their Guts and Feathers throughout the 
Winter, and remain entirely ſweet, being 
thawed and gutted only as they uſe them, 
The ſame Gentleman affirms, he ſaw one Mr. 
Emmit, a Surgeon there, who went a few hun- 


| dred Yards from the Garriſon to viſit his 


Traps (which they ſet for farred Animals) 
whom they diſcerned to be ſuddenly Froſt- 


ſtruck, as they term it; and whom, on their 


ſpeeding to his Aſſiſtance, they found dead 


and ſtiff; and by the Tune they got into the ; 


Garriſon, his Body appeared as rigid as Stone. 
Some Hiſtories of the moſt Northern Coun- 
tries declare, that Perſons dying in their ſe- 
vereſt Seaſons are not interred, ſometimes for 
Months, from the extreme Difficulty of open- 


. ing 


(9) 


ing the Earth for their Reception; during all 
which Time they remain entirely inoffenſive 
above Ground : And perhaps, on their ſpeedy 
Interment, upon the firſt Facility of opening 
the Earth, ſuch Bodies, eſpecially if dead from 
no Abſceſs, Impoſthumation, or putrid Di- 
ſtemper, and interred deep beyond the Influ- 
ence of their Summer Heats, might continue 
entire and imputrid for a long Series of Years, 
or even ſome Ages. For though a ſupporta- 
ble Degree of Cold might prevent the Putre- 
faction of a dead Body, not actually begun; 
it would probably require a very rigid one to 
reſtrain the Progreſs of it ; ſince Putrefaction is 
accompanied with a conſiderable Expanſion of 
the incloſed Air, and generates Heat, as we are 
ſenſible, that the very Rarefaction previous to 
it in vegetable Matter, with the Aſſiſtance of 
ſome Humidity, will operate even to the Pro- 
duction of Flame. 


And indeed Cold will not only reſtrain and 
prevent Putrefaction, ſimply, as it implies the 
Abſence, or Inaction of Fire; but as the con- 
gealing Degrees of it efface and alter that Hu- 
midity, which is as neceſſary a Circumſtance 

C : to 


(wo) 


19 6 Putrefaction of animal Bodies, as it is 


to Vegetation, or the Fermentation of Vege- 


tables: For Materials leſs ſenſibly ahounding 

with it, as different Foſſils, old Timber and 
the like; and others, from which it is, in a 
great Meaſure, evaporated, as withered Vegeta - 
bles, become friable, and crumble into Nuſt or 

A4 Kind of Calx, from meer Arefaction, which 
may indeed be conſidered as one Mode of Putre- 
faction, tho unaccompanied with that offenſive 
Fetor, which generally enters into our Idea of 
it. This Arefaction may partly depend on 
the expanding Power of the incloſed Air, ex- 
eited by ſome latent or adventitious Warmth, 
and no longer reſtrained by that ſufficient and 
anti- elaſtic Humidity, which may be conſi- 
dered, both as a conſtitutive Portion of the 
Subſtance itſelf, and as a neceſſary Medium 
for the entire Connexion of its other compo- 
nent Particles. And as one Preſervation of 
dead Bodies ſeems the Effet of great Cold, by 
its expelling, or concentring, the Fire, and by 
conſolidating their Humidity, a vehement 
Heat produces another, with different Effects 
and Appearances, by a copious and ſpeedy 
. Evaporation of it. This ſeems to be the Caſe 
of thoſe preſerved Carcaſes ſometimes found 
N | in 


„ 
in the Sands of Lybia, &c. where indeed the 

great Dryneſs of the Soil may co-operate by 
its Abſorption; but without which Circum- 
ſtance, ve have frequently ſeen the Fleſh of 
eſculent Animals preſerved by Evaporation, F 


from the meer Heat of the Sun, even in Cli- 


; e Wer che Tropic.” 


| Thus we ſee that ſome Heat and Moiftore; 
| the fame Principles which are neceffiry to the 
vital Information of Matter, are alſo requifite 
to diſſolve and unravel the Organization of it; 
- their oppoſite Effects ariſing from # great Di- 
verfity of their Motions, which, in' animal 
and vegetable Life, are regulated by the moſt 
- exquiſite Coritrivincs, to modify and aſoertain 
the proper Degree of Heat, (by adjuſting the 
* continual Increaſe and Avolatioſi of it) and to 
overcome the natural Refiſtance of Gravita- 
tion; but which, in the Putrefaction of Bo- 
dies, feem greatly to depend on the elaftic and 
Cent Maggi Force of the included Air, without 
| whoſe ſecret Pabulum as human Life cannot 
exiſt, nor Fire operate; ſo on the abſolute 
Abſence, or compleat Repreſſion Ion and Quie- 
cence of this Element, tis probable every 
n | Ten- 


(12) 
Teꝛndency to Motion, in a Body ſo circum- 
ſtanced, muſt ceaſe, and all Putrefaction of 
it be conſequently ſupernatural; how bold ſo- 


ever the Aſſertion may appears without a fur- 
ther * on n it. | tn 92 


Bot as it is evident, thi Body hes not been 
preſerved by Deſiocation from Heat, ſo it muſt | 
be confeſſed there is ſome Difficulty inrecon- 6 
ciling all the Appearances of it to the Efficacy. | 
of extreme Cold; ſuch as the entire Flexibi- 
lity of the Joints; the ſoft and yielding, tho 
| elaſtic, State of the Teguments, and the 
Growth of the Hair and Nails; tho' perhaps 
ſome rational Conjectures may be offered even 


on thoſe Appearances. Suppoſe this Perſon 25 


to have died in very cold Weather; and, as 
we are equally uncertain, of the Seaſon and 
Diſeaſe, of ſome ſudden, but no inflamma- 


tory or putrid Diſtemper (fince for Argu- 


ments Sake e may ſuppoſe an inſtantaneous 0 


Extinction of the vital Spirits, or a total Inter- 
ception of them in all the Nerves that go to 
the Heart) and then, during the Continu- 
ance of the cold Weather, to be conveyed to 
this Tomb of his Aunt and there depo- 

„ 


(13) 


ſited. below the deepeſt Influence of the Sun 
in our Climate. Under theſe Circumſtances 
we find it not very difficult to conceive 
ſuch an intermediate and equable, tho 
cold, Temperature of the Air in the Vault, 
chat it might not amount to ſuch a Degree as 
to render the Fleſh hard, and the Joints in- 
flexible, by a rigid Congelation of the Fluids, 
and the oily. Mucilage of the Joints; tho ſuf- 
ficiently cold to prevent any Expanſion of the 
Air within the Corpſe, and all Diſpoſition to 
Putreſcence in ſuch a Body. And all theſe Cir- 
cumſtances conſtituting the very Line, or Point, 
as we may call it, of this leaſt changed and juſt 
quieſcent State of a dead Body, from a Want 
of all inteſtine Motion in its Particles, will not 
afford us the worſt Reaſon for its occurring 
ſo very rarely, as to render the Belief of it dif- 
icult to thoſe, who attend more to the obvi- 
dus and ordinary Motions of Nature, than to 
ſuch a rare and ſecret Pauſe of them, as the 
preſent Inſtance ſeems. In fact we find, 
from the Efficacy of Ice-Houſes in very hot 
Summer Countries, that a much leſs Degree 
of Cold, than what produces Ice, will ſuffice 
o preſerve it in that Form after Congelation; 
as the inferior Air and Earth, a few Feet be- 


neath 


of Air, which affects us with the Senſation of 


(tu) 8 
neath the Surface, become cooler, tilat — 
Depths they prove again mote wurm and 
moiſt, and, in ſome Places, ſo impregnated 
with Damps, as ſuddenly to Rk cr Ern 
the vital and culinary Flame. | 


Neither is it necelliry that this vena 
Degree of Cold, we have mentioned, ſhould be 


intenſe enough to prevent the peculiar Vegeta» 
tion of the Hair and Nails, which may be 
compared to that of ſome Plants, that bloom 
and flower in our Winter Solſtice, and appear 
to be invigorated from the relative Impotence 
of the Sun, For we ſhould not too 

cally - conclude, that the fame Temperature 


Cold, may not conſtitute the proper, tho” ob- 
ſcure, Degree of Warmth, neceſſary to the 
Exertion and Nutrition of other Productions; 
eſpecially when ſuch inconteſtable Ef 
countenance this Conjecture. Nor k k un- 
worthy of Remark here, that in the very 
coldeſt Climates and Seaſons, the Furrs of 

Quadrupeds, and very probably the Down o 

Birds, are thickeſt and cloſeſt ; the final Cauſe 
of which is NILES than the efficient 


Ver 
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ws probably wink, the total Suppreflion 
of Sweat, and the Diminution of 0 
ſible Perſpiration, at ſuch Seaſons, may 
the principal Cauſe, by — — | 
whole Habit more ſucculent, without any 
Abatement of the Calidum innatum ; as we 


obſerve the Inhabitants of the colder Regions 


y more robuſt than thoſe of ſofter Cli- 
mates; and fee ſome Animals war ſatter in 
the very Seaſon, that has either or 
burt their uſual Food. And further, when 
the moſt ſagacious Anatomifts inform us, the 
Hair and Nails are augmented: by a peculiar 
Protruſion, and have, at leaft, lymphatic Veſ- 
ſels for their Augmentation, but no refluent 


Humour, it may not be altogether ſodifficult to 
conceive how they may be extended, even after 
the Termination of that regular Circulation of 
Fluidity, and that bland T and Dif- 
fuſion of Heat, which is neceſſaryto Life. The 
little bulbous Roots of the Hair, and tendereſt 
Laminae of the Nails, at their Origin, are pro- 
bably ſpongy enough to abſorb any contiguous 


Moiſture, which being ſucceſſiuel y attracted in- 


N ee / af 
ſeiſtence 


(36) Wor 
ſiſtence and Induration, and very gradually *. 
truded from thence by the continued Intumeſ- 
cence of the firſt abſorbing Part, may, for ſome 
Time, produce that Growth of theſe Parts, 


which is ſo often aſſerted to have been obſerved 


on dead Bodies, This we ſuppoſe to be effected 
independent of the inteſtine Motion that pre- 


cedes; and the tumultuous one that enſues on 


Putrefaction, which might perhaps, for a 


ſhort Time, even accelerate their Growth. Acid 


in imputreſcent Bodies, it ſeems probable 


within an early, than at a very late Term aſter 
Death; tho' the Equability of the Growth 


might well depend on that of the Humidity; 
for in any Bodies preſerved by that imme- 


diate and extreme Congelation, which muſt 
entirely efface- or. petrify their Moiſture, it 


appears reaſonable to imagin ſuch a . 


tion would ſcarcely occur, 


| E San ea | 

y, that the vegetable Principle of thoſe Ap- 

_ neouſly with the vital one: And it may be 
analogically obſerved, that ſome felled Trees, 


and 
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decayed Trees. We fubmit it how far the 
theft Vapours ofthe Vault might concur to 
ts pol thumous Vegetatio n, and po ly con- 
trite the Flexibilityof the Joints, and that 
bolt and clate Plumpoeks of the Fleſh and 

| of them for the Production of this 


Condition | | 
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; firſt Garpritin g And yet w 
the much longer Duration of Paper, which 


much 


cn) 
on the little or no Friction of any Bodies in this 


cool, damp and inelaſtic Medium; as we repeat - 


edly inſiſt, that either an external Friction, or 
inteſtine, Motion, is indiſpenſible to the Wears 
ing or Decay of Bodies. The Duration of the 
pitched or plaiſtered Cloth will be little won- 


derful; tho' it does not readily occur to us, what 


other Share it could have in the Preſervation 
of the Body, than by defending it perhaps 
from any vermicular Inſects: for the opti- 


an Mummies ſeem deprived of all animal 
Moiſture; and appear, except the bony Com- 


pages, to be little more than an aggregate 
of gummy, aromatic and bituminous Sub- 


ſtances, involved in a Multitude of Swaths 


and Bandages. It is ſaid indeed to have kept 


the Body dry, but admitting this, (however 


difficult to conceive, for ſo long a Term, in 


ſo wet a Situation) it has been advanced hy a 


great Man, * that Bodies, in general; are 
longer preſerved from Putrefaction in Water, 
and beneath the Earth, than when immedi- 
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e fub teiri. et in Celli ſubterubeh ut 


in profundo aquarum reponuntur, virorem ſuum diutins 
tuentur quam que ſupra terram. Bacon. Hiſt. Vit. et mort. 
P. 118. | 


9) 
ately expoſed | 1 the Air; the Truth of which, 
either at conſiderable Depths, or on the fre- b 
quent Effuſiom of freſh cold Water, ems 
Fs * 


As we have Sabbe gh which 
are not without ſome Relation to our Subject, 
it may be obſerved, that the Preſervation of 
dead Bodies by Eviſceration and Embalming, 
is not an entire, but partial, one, by re- 
moving ſome of the ſolid, tho“ moiſter and 
more putreſcent Parts ; by a conſiderable Diſ- 
fipation of the natural Moiſture of the whole; 
and by a Deſtruction of the Homogeneity of 
the Body itſelf, from the copious Immixtion 
of many heterogeneous Materials, which may 
be conſidered as ſo many Proceſſes, or Inter- 
ſepimenta, of an imputreſeent Nature, that 
might, as ſuch, give ſome Delay or Obſtruc- 
tion to the Proceſs of Putrefaction, abſtracted 
from their drying and abſorbing Influence on 
the Humours, Beſides many Salts (which we 
may hereafter mention) moſt Gums, Aroma- 
tics and Bitters, (for it were tedious to enu- 
merate Particulars) are found conducive to 
this Purpoſe ; and there has not been want- 
D 2 ing 


(20) 
ing ſoch a Degree of phyſical, or more juft- 
ly, unphyſical Enthuſiaſm in Writers, as to 
ſuppoſe the dead Bodies thug preſerved to have 


ſome extraordinary medicinal Virtues, beyond 


what the other Ingredients, without the Ad- 
dition from a dead Carcaſs, could pretend to: 
So that ſomo have been particular enough to 
ſpecify the Kind of Death, the Conſſifution 
= Age of the Perſon (to which they might 
have added the Sex, Complexion and Coun- 

. try too) whole Reliques were to conſpire to- 


wards this grand Alexipharmic, as they have 


termed it. But it is to be hoped the preſent 
Phuyſiologiſts will aſcribe all the Virtues the 
Carcaſs has added to the Compoſition, to the 


ſame exquiſite Reaſoning, which attributes 


much Efficacy to the Moſs or Raſpings of a 


human Scull, to the Touch of a dead Man's 
Hand, and many other equal Abſurdities, 


Put to return more directly to our Subject. 


Though the ſuppoſed, imputrid State of the 


preſent Subject, at the Time of the Perſon's 
Deceaſe, and the 


coldeſt Climates has ocurred perhaps oſtner 


than it has been attended ll] ſuggeſt the 


moſt 


general antiſeptic Influence 
of Cold ever fince its Interment, (which in the 
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. 21) 
moſt ſpecious Solution of the Preſervation of 
this Body, of any, that have preſented them- 
ſelves to our Reflection upon it; yet, on ſuch 
an Occaſion, t may not be wholly improper, 
however fimple and obvious, to mention the 
of Fleſh: by Salt, a Pickle of 
which, affiſted. with Alum, is affirm'd to pre- 
ſerve the very Bowels of the human Body 
from Putrefaction for Years. This Effect 
muſt principally depend on its hardening each 
Fibre, and conſtringing the whole in ſuch a 
Manner, as to prevent any Rarefaction of the 
Subſtance, and conſequently all inteſtine Mo- 
tion of its compounding Parts ; and in fat 
| we are certain that Salt greatly reſiſts Fermen- 
tation. Dr. Willis aſcribes the Acidity of Vi- 
negar, a nated Anti-putreſcent, to the Fuſion 
and Fluor of the vegetable of Salt of the Wine, 
after an Evaporation of its more ſpirituous 
Parts; which is ſimilar to Homberg's Senti- 
ments of Acidity. Beſides it is not wholly impro- 
bable that theſe Salts, to which we might well 
add that great Anti- putreſcent, Nitre, even 
when reduced, by Solution or Triture, to their 
ſmalleſt Dimenſions, may till preſerve their 
external Poliſh and Lubricity, as well as their 
Spicula and Sides, and hence more effectually 

| reſiſt 
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refit, orelude, the . Ingreſs or Im- 


preſſion of the Air, 
and Fibre in a fine poliſned Pellicle- The 


gliſtering Appearance frequetitly obſerved on 


a tranſverſe Section of the Fibres of boiled 


Beef, well preſerved and highly ſaturated with 
Salt, where the Surface reflects a Variety of 


Colours, not without ſome little Reſemblance 
to the common Effect of Priſms, ſeertis to con- 
fer ſome Probability on this ConjeQure. It is 
evident alſo, that different Bodies are pre- 
ſerved in ſome ſuch Manner, by the vegetable 
Salt of the Sugar Cane, whoſe Solutions af- 
ford a very glutinous and gum-like Varniſh ; 
and whoſe Chryſtallizations aſſume even a vi- 
treous Lubricity and Hardneſs. We were 


conſidering what might probably be the Con- 


ſequences of an imputrid dead Body's being 
interred in the Salt Mines of Poland or Hun- 


gary, or'in Strata ſtrongly impregnated with 
Alum; or Nitre, when looking over Pina- 
cher des Embaumens, we found an Account of 
a dead Body * taken out of the Salt-Mines of 


— att 


„P. 120. in P. 126, he mentions their tavidy ſeen two 


per Bodies at ur in two Church. Varde, amen ma- 


ay 


y involving every Line 


(23). 
Salſourt, Wich the Skinentir and white as 
Snow, the Joints flexible, the Fleſh ſoft, the 
Eyes open, and, as it were, animated: But be- 
ing expoſed to the Air three Days, for the 
5 Inſpection of the Duke of Bavaria, who was 
ä coming to xiſit ĩt as a Prodigy, it ſoon putre- 
fied. It is affirmed that Meat newly killed, 
being carefully dryed from its ſuperficial 
Moiſtute, wrapped cloſe. in dry Linen, and 
then plunged into a Barrel of godd dry Salt, 
will not only keep ſweet for ſome Wesks in 
extreme hot Weathet, but will alſo prove as 
ſucculent and / palatable as freſh, on: its: being 
dreſſed as ſoon as taken out of the Salt. This 
Experiment may be eaſily made, and if the 
Barrel was lodged: in a cold Cellar, or buried 
ſeveral Feet under dry Earth, it might not 
ſucceed the worſe. But as any of theſe Salts, 
or Springs, or Strata ſtrongly ſaturated with 
them, could probably have little Infinenoe on 
the Body at Stauerton; ſince they muſt have 
acted e to the: me of the. other 
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ny putrid or pulverized Bodies, adds theſe two were; re-: 
2 to a different Situation, wi oy the indiſcrete Zeal 
Multitude, e to admire (or perhaps to — 
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— with an Inſtance in the 


| (24) 
Bodies in the ſame Vault, or even throughout 
the Church-Yard, this is only mentioned by 
the Way. It may be worth” | 
however, that when the Body ef Duke Hum- 
phry was diſcovered entite at St. Aiban's, ma- 
ny Years after its Interment, ſony Liquid, 
whether muriatic of otherwiſe, was found in 
the Coffin, Dr. Balguy has alſo furniſhed us 
Tranſ- 
actions, No. 434. P. 431. of the eat ot 
Turf moſs in the Moors of Derbyſhire, pre- 
ſerving two Bodies 28 Tears and nine Months 
after their Interment ; with this retnarkable 
Circumſtance, that having lain from Janua- 
ry, when” they periſhed there in the Snow, 
to the following May, when they were in- 
terred, the Bodies were then become offen- 
five; though near 30 Vears after, that diſa- 
grerable Circumſtance © entirely vaniſhed ; 
the Joints were flexible, and the Sutface white 
and freſh like this at $/2verton, 80 that this 
Stratum, which is ordinarily cnerted to 
Fuel, ſeems to have the Virtue of conquering 
even the Progreſs of Putrefuction; and in 
| this Trftance we have no Hint of 4 Tar- 
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Goth, non can We reaſcpably fuppaſe any to 
bone been, OTA aid ai 97 id 
- And here, as 1 to „ 325 Dre 

eeding Hiſtory from Stavertan, as to make 
it probable, that the Pitch- Cloth was not the 
grand. Antiputreſcent. in that Inſtance, we 
(hall inſert a Relation; given 49 fie Members 
af the, medical Committee (by the preſent 


aver digger of St. Martin's, Weſtminfter,) 
. of: the Condition of ſome Bodies interred 


chere. in the laſt Century; which have been 
ſeen; ind whoſe Preſer vation. can be atteſted 
byimany Witneſſes of undoubted Veracity and 
Repute; now lividgin Weſtminſter: Mr. Ogle, 
a very ereditable and worthy Inhabitant, who 
had been Church · Warden, ho ſaw thoſe Bo- 
dies, and took off ſome green Worſted, which 


connetted the great Toes of one of them, was 
alſo preſent, and Fare this ungen s 
Account. l. * L 3 | 
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About fourteen Vears ago ib Laibe the 
Grave: digger belonging to the Pariſh of St. 
Martin p in the Fields, broke up the Ground 


before the Door of the Work- houſe in the 


LI E Church- 


(28). FO 
Church-yard, which had not been broke up 
before in his Memory, tho his Father and 


himſelf, who is now pretty aged, and lives 


in the faid Church-yard, have been the Pa- 
riſh Grave-diggers 53 Vears. He theu ud 

there found three entire Coffins, Which were 

made of Firr, the two large ones dampt 

with iron Clamps, as Cheſts and Boxes fome- 
times are. In one of the Coffins was à fat 
broad - face Man, greatly reſembling the 

Pictures of King Henry the Eighth, the BS 

dy perfect and ſoft, ſeeming like one juſt 
dead. The Lid of the Coffin had been 
glewed together length - ways, and was prefled 
down by the Weight of the Earth upon hit 
Noſe, which was impaired a little by it. His 
Beard was about half an Inch long, the Wind- 
ing-Sheet the Body 2 in was a Crape 
Winding-Sheet, tied with black Ribbons, 
and the Thumbs and Toes: were tied with 
the like. It appeared by the Date on the 
Lid of the Coffin, he had been then dead 
ſeventy-two Vears. The Date was com- 
poſed with ſmall Nails, as were alſo the I 


gures of an Hour Glaſs, a Dee Haul 
and Croſs-Eones, | 
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An the ſecand-Coffin was. found, in the 
ſame entire State, the Body of a Woman, 


in 4 white Crape Winding-Sheet, which 
looked like a Corpſe juſt dead, but which, 
by the Date on: the Coffin, had been interred 
fxty-four Years. The third Coffin contained 
a Male Child, appearing as perfect and beauti- | 
ful as Wax Work, with the Eyes open and 
clear, but no Date could be diſcoyered on the 
Caffin; 880 it muſt yang been interred a 
broke up before, in this Grave-digger's, ner 
in his Father's Memory. In either the Man's 
or Woman's Coffin was found a dry Noſegay 
of Flowers, or a. *. Winter Noſegay, as he 
termed it, in part compoſed of Bay Leaves, 
1 are Leaves 
there wasa great Number of Inhabitants now 
ee St, Martin's Pariſh, who faw thoſe 
10 yBOU 9712: 112, De le: A 10 1 
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of the Body at Staverton ; and not the lefs for our making that 
PF 
Saut of theſe Bodies at St. Martin's. 


_ 
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Bodies, and that the Coins are at thi Tine 


entire in the public Pariſi Grave, tho the! 
Bodies were greatly altered within twelve 


ſed.” He fie 


Hours after they wete firſt Epe 
they were interred-in à Ufy gravelly Boil; at 
the Depth of about" 18 Feet; the Mr. 
thinks it _ be ſome Fett les. » 


Det! 1 . 4 * 20 Fe TW 25 m | 


Here — 'we e ble no mention of ar 
Tar- Cloth involving any of theſe Bodies; y | 
to give the faireſt Scope to its anti - putfeſtent 


Pretenſions, let us conſider «the Inſtanees of 


Flies, Ghats, and other little Animals prel 
Nwed I Amber, vrho, as Lord BACH ob2 
ſerves, thus enjoy à more noble-Motitment | 
than Mobarchs But here we cannot av6idre- 
fleQingatonee'onthe great comparative Levity 
and Minuteneſs of the Contained Body, with 
the Solidity and: Compactneſß of the ebmtiin- 


Ing; the Bulk and Tenacity of which miſt 


effeQually reſiſt teeny Eis of the Tinall 
Quantity of Air, contained in the Body of 
ſuch an Inſect. But a 
Body, and a ſingle pitched, or plaſtered, Cloth 
have the Tame” Dil . inverted : ab 


1 


large fleſhy human 
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| Cauſe, bee er of Putrefaction; as 


( 90 
Mats, or eden Röck og Amber Gr Plich, to 
preſerve it on the fame Principles. For ſup- 
poſing a dead, but imputrid Body, to be ſo 
exactly itvolved,/'as te prevent the leaſt Ad- 
miſſto mf the eternal Air; in a maſſy Caſe 
of Glaſs, Chryſtal, or any Material of ſuf- 
ficient Denſity and Hardneſs to repreſsevery 
Motionand'Tmpetusbf the Air within the Bo- 
dy;Vit's ptobable the PutrefaQtion of it could 
ih enſud; and even without ſuch a Co- 
vering ; were it practicable to extract every 
Particle and Atom of Air from ſuch a Body, 
and to repoſe it inſtantaneouſly, in that State, 
in abſolute Vacuo, tis likely it muſt remain 
unaltered until the Conflagration, thro?' a 
total Exemption from eyery Degree and 
Mode of Motion, the indiſpenſibly previous 


ter to it primary. Jnertnefs, and conſequent 
N In ſhort it ſeems reaſonable 
„that a ſiagle Cloth, moderately 

— eh, Pitch, could do little more. here, 
3 off Inſects by its Bitterneſs and To- 
and e the Depredation of 
n the : Coffin, or Vault, by! its cloſe 
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and ſmeoth Iavalution af the -Rody, [the 
common Purpoſes for which dry anatomical 
Preparations are uſually. yarniſhod, afrer they 
have been defended from Putrgſaction, by an 
arten af; ae nen, 1 
20 ot; 5 285 } +5 
bing fegen Dabſotmenedd 41 puteid 
and ardent Diſeaſes abundantly eorivince-us of 
the high alcaline Putreſrence our whele Ma 
is obnoxious to; ard af the Neceſſity of the 
ſpeedy Interment of ſuch corrupt Maſſes, for 
the Preſervation af the living, eſpecially: in 
torrid Seaſons and Climates. In the Madesras, 
where: there is very little Soil for the ſpeedy 
Abſorption of fuch Putridity, and where the 
Rockineſs of the Iſlands renders it extiemely 
difficult' to make Graves, of the ordinary 
Depth, for the Interment of the Dead, they 
have found it expedient to accelerate the en- 

tire Diſſokution of the Carcaſs, by intim 
blending a confiderible Quantity of v | 
Lime with it. This ſhould ſeem to operate 


chiefly by fuper-adding ſuch a Quantity of m. 


cluded” Heat, or potential Fire, as violently | 
expands the Air in the Body to a oy DE- 


ſtrüction of the whole Compages : For the 
Quick- 
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he, tar ba li, could ſearee- 


heh ene Dis, i to fender th. 1 | 
chin ifd{uilte to the Fundtiohs of Vitality 
white at the Tame Time ft obviates its geberal | 


Tende 1 to 4 7 putreſcent Ba "gs 
little Attention to "is Diverſity of Menftru- 
ums and Liquids, i neceflafy to the Ditlofation 
of Preſervation of witteat Subſtances may 
refle fore Light on this Matter. "We are 
ſenfibte'rhat ſtrong difilled Spirits, an'Habi= 
tual 9ipping of Which Acts like æ flow; and'4 
arye undiluted Quantity ſike a luden Pol, 


on the king Body, Will preſerve it, ben 


dead; for: ':coffidtribls' Teriti: We fte⸗ 
quently! expet ience the ſweeror ſupid Joices bf 
Fruits, which affect che ner vous Papollue vf 

the Tongue with very agreeable Seriſntions, to 
excite. intalerable Angtiſh in thoſe ndtvous 
Filamente, Ehat arc difftibute@-itorthe Teeth bo 
and mir Sockets : Anil indeed g updn this 


brolin Principle 


- (x) 

Principle depends the Efficacy of choſe; Me- 
dicines, which tender thæ human Urine copa-! 
ble of diſſolving the Continuity of a ꝗtons, and 
often, without doing, any conſidetable Injury 
to the Membranes containing bath; ; .Perhaps 
it is not very, eafy to affign the preciſe Diſcaſes 
(eſpecially if we excepe:a martal gg from 
actual, ſudden | and extreme FrigefaCtion) | 
which may diſpoſe our Fluids to ſuch a 79 
liar Crafs, as ſhall bei inconfiſtent with! Life, 
_ while it refilts the general ] Proceſs of Putre- 
faction after i it. But; af, with n many other ner- 
vous Diſeaſes, 1 we are ignorant © of che intimate 


en F316 e 


Nature of a ; Catalepfis,. where the yage- 
nerally,] becomes rigid my before Death; ſo 
1 may, for: any Aſſurance we have to the con · 
trary, continue fim and entire under Ground 
long aſter i it. All Bodies dying froma ſudden 
and ſtrong Coagulation of the Fluids, and a 
great Rigidity of the.:Fibres, may, not im- 
probs bly, be longer exemꝑpted from Putridi- 
ty; and in ſome perhaps even a muriatic State 
of thei: Humours may operate / to a fimilar 
Effect, wiih the Iijection of Brine into Ani- 
mals newly» Killed; for the Preſervation' of 
eee Beto Tings 
Saul 4 afford 


WEE 


"afford üs td Ine of « Girl, who was 
become inflexible in every Joint, from an 
_ exceflive Uſe of Salt; the Conſequence 
of which indeed was the Determination 
of ber Life at the Age of Thirteen : But 
whether her Corpſe, which i 1s mentioned a8 
dry and tabid, was of an unuſual Duration 
afterwards, the Hiſtory, which deſcends not 
into the Grave, is ſilent. neee 


3 Vol. 2, P. 365... 


i il be litde farprizing, that Gee modi- 
al Inferences reſult from theſe, Reflections 
on the Preſervation of a dead Body; fince, 
whatever Effects any of the. enumerated: 
Cauſes may produce on ſuch, the Conſidera- 
tion is very different and complex, when 
their en do either Nan or retard, 


mechanical Motions 'of our Frime 3 and may 
reciprocally affect, or be affected by, the 
_ different Tone of our Solids, the | Crafis of 
the Blood, or the various Liquids ſecreted 
from it. As the preſent Subject is not ne- 
ceſſarily connected with ſuch diffuſe and im- 
e ä to avoid any further 
F 5 Fro- 


(3. 


Prolixity on fo conjectural an G e we 


ſhall conclude by obſerving, that if any 
thing ſuggeſted here ſhould prove ſutlifac- 
tory, or even acceptable, to the Curioſity 
of others, it may prevent us from too 
precipitate an Inference, that every thing 
which is very unuſual, is ſo impoſſible alſo, 
as not to deſerve our Inquiry and Deli- 
beration. We mention this the rather, as, 
to be ingenuous, we muſt acknowleys, e 
were not the very earlieſt Aſſentors to the 
Relation from Staverton; tho now convinced, 
that while we guard affiduouſly againſt every. 
Deluſion, which Superſtition embraces, or 
Impoſture would propagate, we ſhould nor 
forget that Unbelief may be ſometimes as un- 
philoſophical and indolent as Credulity itſelf, 
by branding with Impoſlibility ſuch F. as, 
as are only very difficult to inveſtigate to their 
Cauſes. And if on the other hand, neither any 
thing ſuggeſted here, nor to be expected from 
any Member of another Society, of much 
greater Learning and Penetration, ſhall be 
thought to furniſh an adequate Solution of 
this Effect, its Certainty may very morally 
- admoniſh us of the ſlender and ſuperficial 
Qua- 


C35) 

| Quality 8 Knowlege. For notwith- 
ſtanding many Reſearches and Diſcoveries of 
the Moderns are not without their real Me- 
rit and Importance, it is very probable, the 
profoundeſt Inveſtigators of Nature meet 
with the moſt frequent Opportunities of ex- 
erciſing both their Modeſty and Admiration. 
More particularly the vaſt Incognita beneath 
us is not leſs ſpacious, and muſt be more 
wonderful than that on our Surface. Finally, 

if is a moſt: certain and inconteſtable Truth, 

that the united Experience and- Penetration 
of our whole Species is inſufficient to inform 
us, when, and by what preciſe Means, the 
Element, that has lately ſo often, ſo exten- 
ſively, and in a very late Inflance, on the 
Coaſt of the Adriatic, ſo deſtructively ſtrug- 
gled towards our Surface, ſhall at laſt triumph 
over every Impediment ; and, utterly effacing 
the Arch, on which we ſport with ſuch Confi- 
dence, and buftle with ſuch Anxiety, ſhall 
effectually anticipate every human Enquiry, 
to which it muſt have been fu perior. 
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Chemiſtry, Botany and Natural Hiſtory, as 
may be tranſmitted to them by the Members 


P. 1 EY N 
| (Referred to in the Preface) WE 
wp the Society of Navy dance 


7 
Ir 18 AGREED, 


I. T5 AT a Committee of Twentysfive 5 
Members, and honorary Members, 
do collect and reviſe all ſuch Eſſays, Obſer- 


vations and Caſes in Phyſic, Surgery, Ana- 
tomy, the Animal Oeconomy, Pharmacy, 


of the Society, or by any ingenious and oblig- 
ing Correſpondents: That the Phyſician of 


Greenwich Hoſpital, and the Demonſtrator 


of Anatomy be, ex officio, of the Committee: 
That the Meetings be held at the Society's 
Apartments; the firſt to be on Monday, 
May 7th, 1750, and all ſubſequent ones. at 
ſuch Times as the Committee ſhall appoint, 
II. That as one conſiderable Purpoſe of 


this Undertaking is to purſue, particularly, 


ſuch Branches of medical Knowlege, as fall 
2 ann 


— 
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(37) 
mote immediately under the Obſervation of 
the Navy Surgeons, who may be reaſonably 
preſumed to have Advantages, for ſome par- 
ticular Diſquiſitions, peculiar to their Situa- 
tion; ſuch as an Opportunity of enquir- 
ing into the Nature of Sea Diſeaſes, and any 
ſpecific or material Difference -between them 
and thoſe at Land; of obſerving any 
Effects of Medicines at Sea z—— 
the common Effects of the principal Opera- 
tions of Surgery on that Element; eſpecially 
where any remarkable Diverſity occurs from 
their general Events on Shore ; and any diffe- 
rent Succeſs of the ſame Operations in different 

Climates, at Sea and Land; the Effects 
of Sea-Air and Diet in general, in various 
Diſeaſes, and the particular Changes of the 
Conſtitution produced by them, under the 
Co- operation of different Seaſons and Cli- 
mates; the various Diſtempers endemic 
on their different Stations; and any remark- 
able Diverſity i in the Syrtiptoms, and the ge- 
neral Event of the Diſeaſe, between Natives 
and Strangers; with the uſual Method of 
s treating ſuch Diſeaſe, or its ordinary ſuperven- 
ing 9 by Practitioners of the beſt 

8 Note 
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Note and greateſt Experience, in thoſe 
Countries, and the moſt frequent Conſe» 


quence of it. It is therefore ſtrongly re- 
commended to them to be carefully attentive 


to thoſe very material Articles: And further 


to improve every Opportunity of informing - 


themſelves, of the popular Methods of treat- 
ing different Diſtempers in thoſe Places, 
where Phyſic is little cultivated; of at- 


taining the natural Hiſtory of the Country; | 
the Weather the Animals —— v4 


Plants (eſpecially all indigenous phyſical 


ones) and Foſſils; to endeavour to diſco- 


ver the Proceſs and Manufacture of any Drugs 


in it; and to furniſh themſelves with the 


beſt Collection of ſuch Productions, as they 


can conveniently procure. But to prevent 
the Multiplicity of Volumes, without adding 
to the Stock of uſeful Knowlege, It is agreed, 
that no other Caſes or Obſervations in Phyſic 

or Surgery ſhall be publiſhed, but ſuch as 


may be inſtructive in their own Nature, or 


render'd ſo, by judicious and extenſive Reflec- 


tions deduced from them, in order to the 
Eſtabliſhment or 5 85 N | 


Axioms. 


"_« 
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III. That every Member employed on 
board any of his Majeſty's Ships, appointed 
to the BAL TTC, MEDITERRANEAN, 
EAsr-Ix DIES, or AMERICA, ſhall favour 
the Committee with a ſeaſonable Notice of 
his Voyage, that they may have Time to 
prepare, and recommend to him, ſuch Me- 
morandutns and Inſtructions, as they may 
judge neceſſary for the Service of the Society, 
and conducive to the laudable Intention of 
this Plan. 

IV. That all 8 intended for the Pro- 
motion of this Deſign, be directed for the 
Committee, under Cover to Mr. Millar, [| 
Bookſeller, in the Strand, with a Direction 
where to addreſs the Author or Correſpon- 
dent, if a more particular Atteſtation of the 
Facts, or an Elucidation of any Circum- 15 
ſtance of the Caſe, may be judged requi- | 
ſite. That the Name of each Author or 
Correſpondent ſhall be faithfully concealed, if 
required : . But all anonymous Papers, where | 
any Streſs is laid on Facts, muſt be neeeſlarily 
diſregarded on this Plang without a fatisfac- 
tory Atteſtation of their Reality. 

V. That if the Publication of ay thing, 
communicated to the Committee, ſhall be 
deemed 
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"with, he may 2th to yo Pleaſure, 
td he informed- of their Motiyes for hot pub- 
hing it, and may depend on receiving all 
reaſonable Satisfaction on their Part. And 
that as ſoon as proper and ſufficient Matter is 
collected for one Volume in O it Thall 
be digeſted for the Preſs and 

VI. That each of the Members, wbb bunt, 
2 the Buſineſs of the Committee, ſhall have 
a 2 on 8 5 1 of whatever ſhall be 
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